28-29 July
as the wag persisted in the interruptions, the aggrieved listener
drew a knife from his belt and stabbed him in the stomach.
Wednesday 29                  "THE TIMES" ON THE CAUSES OF THE
SPANISH WAR
The victory of the Left last February was followed by a
general increase of political crime and social disorder. Church-
burning and political assassinations (on both sides) were
revived. Extremists demanded the abolition of the Army and
the police. The Army grew frightened and angry, and military
conspiracy spread quickly after the murder of Senor Sotelo
by the Government Shock Police.
The real tragedy of Spain is its intolerance. Political intoler-
ance has taken the place of the religious intolerance of earlier
ages, and its victims bid fair to be far more numerous. With
this psychology, which prevents the formation of any truly
democratic party, the outlook in Spain cannot but be black.
There is no evidence that the soldiers at Burgos or the Right
Wing politicians have any real cure for the lawlessness, ignor-
ance, and black poverty which are the curse of their country.
Most of the extremist parties are devotees of one form or
another of dictatorship, Right or Left, and it is safe to prophesy
that the arming of the masses, who already had a fair supply
of weapons, will confront Madrid with fresh difficulties in the
event of victory. Extremists who support President Azana
to-day may be his deadly enemies to-morrow. Nor is the
Frente Popular really united. On economic issues Socialists
and Anarcho-Syndicalists stand far apart; and their divisions,
which have led to bloodshed in the past and may do so again,
may well further the success of the Communists, who are
known to be receiving abundant help from Moscow. Agitators
trained in the Russian schools, Soviet journalists and observers,
have been entering Spain constantly and unobtrusively since
February, and it is significant that the prominent Russian
Communists foretold so long ago as the spring that Spain
would be in a state of chaos by July. Their expectations are un-
cannily precise, and have been fulfilled to the letter. The
political confusion which Lenin indicated as the propitious
moment for the proletarian insurrection has descended upon
Spain; and, whatever the military outcome of the present
struggle, ruthless dictatorship seems its inevitable consequence.
More than murders and reprisals, more than vandalism,
oppression, and civil war, that is the tragedy of Spain.
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